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RESOLUTION 
Offered by MR. BARTON 

 
 
Amend section 4(e) of the Rules of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce to 
read as follows: 
 

(e) Opening Statements. (1) All written opening statements at hearings 
conducted by the committee or any of its subcommittees shall be made part of the 
permanent hearing record. 

(2)  Statements shall be limited to 5 minutes each for the chairman and 
ranking minority member (or their respective designee) of the Committee or 
subcommittee, as applicable, and 3 minutes each for all other members.  With the 
consent of the Committee, prior to the recognition of the first witness for 
testimony, any Member, when recognized for an opening statement, may 
completely defer his or her opening statement and instead use those three minutes 
during the initial round of questioning.  

 
(3) At any hearing of the full Committee, the chairman may limit opening 

statements for all Members, including the chairman and ranking minority 
member, to one minute.  At any hearing conducted by any subcommittee, the 
chairman of that subcommittee, with the consent of its ranking minority member, 
may reduce the time for statements by members or defer statements until the 
conclusion of testimony.   


