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American Public Gas Association                 
May 20, 2004

The Honorable Don Young

Chairman

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Chairman Young:

On behalf of the natural gas and petroleum pipeline industries, we want to thank you for introducing H.R. 4277, the “Pipeline Safety Administration Establishment Act.”  We believe this legislation helps ensure the continued improvement and effectiveness of the Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) within the Department of Transportation (DOT).

The members of our associations are united in our concern about the ramifications of DOT’s draft reorganization plan announced by Secretary Mineta in December of 2003.  While the announcement focused on the benefits of organizing DOT’s research and development functions within a single administration, the secretary also proposed merging the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and OPS.  We believe this merger would be detrimental to the mission and the performance of OPS. Therefore, we oppose such a merger.

The Office of Pipeline Safety has made great strides in improving its effectiveness over the last five years.  It has successfully completed a number of critical rulemakings, including ones regarding hazardous liquid and natural gas pipeline integrity.  OPS also has made outstanding progress both in fulfilling its Congressional mandates and in implementing DOT Inspector General and National Transportation Safety Board recommendations.    OPS is not broken by any measure, and that is why we are concerned about the implications of DOT’s proposed reorganization.

Your legislation gives OPS the autonomy and accountability it needs to fulfill its mandate to protect the public.  If DOT attempts to proceed with a reorganization plan that includes merging OPS with FRA, we strongly encourage your committee to hold a hearing that will allow for a full and open discussion among all stakeholders.

We support your efforts to strengthen the Department of Transportation’s pipeline safety program and look forward to working with you in that regard.  Thank you once again for introducing H.R. 4277.  If there is anything further we can do to assist you in your efforts, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,
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Red Cavaney

President and CEO

American Petroleum Institute
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Benjamin S. Cooper

Executive Director

Association Oil Pipe Lines
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Bert Kalisch

President and CEO

American Public Gas Association
	[image: image6.jpg]NS




David Parker,

President and CEO

American Gas Association
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Donald F. Santa, Jr.

President

Interstate Natural Gas Association of America
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