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Pre-May 3 Outreach

New Medicare Prescription
Benefits Are Coming.
Learn More!

p 10 Facts about New
Medicare Benefits

1. New law. The Medicare Prescription Drug
Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003
was passed by Congress in December 2003.

2. More benefits. Now Medicare will offer more
choices in health care coverage and prescription
drug benefits.

3. New prescription drug coverage. Full Medicare
prescription drug coverage starts in 2006. Once
available, you can enroll through 2006 to receive a
Medicare-approved drug discount card and save
approximately 10-2b percent on your medicines.
4. Savings start soon. Medicare-approved drug
) discount cards will be available for enrollment
beginning in May 2004. You can start saving in June
5. Your pharmacy staff can tell you more. They can
tell you about the discount cards and how to apply.
6. Medicare approved. Medicare will endorse a
number of “official” Medicare discount cards. You
may only apply for one.
7. Financial assistance. Medicare also offers
financial assistance for singles with incomes below
$12,569 or for married couples with incomes below
$16,862. You can ask your pharmacy for more
information about the Medicare credit of up to $600.
8. Additional health benefits. There are also
new preventative benefits available for people with
Medicare, such as blood screening tests and a
one-time initial wellness physical exam within six
months of the day you enroll in Medicare Part B.
9. Medicare Advantage. Alsc in 2004, Medicare+
Choice plans are now called Medicare Advantage.
Medicare Advantage rules and payments have been
improved to give you mare health plan choices and
better benefits. Call Medicare to find out mare.
10. Ways to save. You can now set aside money
‘ each year, tax free, in Health Savings Accounts.

A These accounts can be used to help pay for medical

\ expenses and unused money will earn interest

\ tax—free.eust like an Individual Retirement
2 Account [IRA).

PHARMACY CARE ALLIANCE

Find out more. You can contact Medicare for more information about the upcoming new benefits
and the Medicare-approved discount cards. Simply call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227)
or visit www.medicare.gov. TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.
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Educating the Educators—
The Practice Memo
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Post-May 3 Promotional Material

If pharmacists could prescribe a
discount card, this would be it.
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The Pharmacy Care Alliance

= A national network of almost 43,000 community pharmacies
=» Nearly 260 education and enroliment events in
44 markets nationwide

PHARMACY CARE ALLIANCE
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Real Savings

Potential
Sample Monthly
Current Sample Together Savings with
Price Paid PCA Price Rx Price PCA and
(30 Day (30 Day (30 Day Together Rx
Medication Supply) Supply) Supply) Cards
Mother
Accupril $77.09 $38.47 $38.62
Metoprolol $7.92 $6.47 $1.45
Nexium $130.20 $109.62 $91.14** $39.06
Triazolam $36.99 $36.99* $0.00
Tylenol # 3 $49.00 $31.54 $17.46
Verapamil $16.75 $16.75** $0.00
Zyprexa $188.27 $181.42 $6.85
TOTALS $506.22 $421.26 $103.44
Step Father
Coreg $207.62 $99.77 $107.85
Furosemide $9.95 $5.42 $4.53
Lisinopril $21.65 $11.46 $10.19
Prevacid $132.43 $129.93 $92.70*** $39.73
Propafenone $136.95 $109.14 $27.81
Warfarin 1 mg $35.21 $17.42 $17.79
Warfarin 5 mg $18.60 $13.89 $4.71
TOTALS $562.41 $387.03 $212.61
Total
Monthly
Famil
Savingjs $31 605
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Application Statistics
As of May 18, 2004

Application Source:
e 42% Mail

 37% Fax

 13% Web

* 8% Call Center

Card Information Source:

* 45% Pharmacy

* 13% Medicare sources

* 12% Television

* 9% Newspaper

A number of other sources below 5%
are sited, ranging from family and
friends to physicians and community

groups.

Applications Received:
» 58% Regular Discount Cards
» 42% Transitional Assistance

Our PCA call center is actively
engaged in counseling Medicare
beneficiaries, with the average length
of a counseling call running about six
and a half minutes.
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